
South Lanarkshire Outdoor Access Forum - SLOAF 
Minutes of Meeting: March 27, 2019 

Chatelherault Country Park – Edward’s Lab 

ATTENDEES 

Member Representation / Interest / Position 
Alan Bannister SLC Access Development Officer 
Andy Nelson ScotWays Volunteer 
Barbara Inch Lesmahagow Community Council 
Bill Lindsay Crawford  Community Council 
Billy Prentice Coalburn Community Council 
Catriona Arthur-Inch Lesmahagow Community Council 
David Boyes South Lanarkshire Horse & Pony Access Group 
Ed Archer Lanark Community Council 
Janet Moxley Biggar Community Council 
Janet Moxley Biggar Community Council 
Jemma Campbell Woolfords, Auchengray and Tarbrax Improvement Foundation 
Jim Robb National Farmers’ Union Scotland 
John Foster Cycling UK 
Karen Smith SLC Countryside Ranger 
Kerry Thomson SLC Countryside Ranger 
Leonard Gray Lanark Community Council 
Michael Heale Biggar Ramblers 
Nick Prower Whitelee Access Officer 
Simon Amor Forestry Commission - Woodland Officer 
Simon Pilpel SLC Access and Landscape Development Manager/NAF member 

APOLOGIES 

Member Representation / Interest / Position 
Dougie Shannon SCA Rivers Advisor 
Dr Susan Linder Friends of the Calder/Blantyre Com Cl/Bonnie Blantyre 
Gary Tompsett Adventure Central 
James McBain Coalburn Community Council 
John Weatherby Leadhills Community Council 
Marcos Robson Larkhall Community Council 
Margaret Linder Friends of the Calder 
Patricia Tucker Tarbrax Community Council 
Paula Hubens Get Walking Lanarkshire Co-ordinator 
Rab Campbel Leadhills Community Council 
Susan McNeish Outdoor Play 



1 Meeting arrangements 
Chair: Bill Lindsay, minutes: Alan Bannister Action 

2 Apologies – noted as above. 

3 
Introductions and membership update: Round-table introductions were made. With 
community council elections in Autumn 2018 there were new representatives. Karen 
Smith has been recruited as Countryside Ranger filling a vacant post. 

4 

Amendments to and matters arising from previous minutes (Sept 27, 2018) not 
in agenda: 
A Bannister:  
(4) Robiesland: equestrian gate works were completed in January.
E Archer stated that there was barbed wire on a route by Tulliford. There is no path
here.

5 Adoption of previous minutes: proposed J Foster, seconded by B Prentice. 

6 National Access Forum (S Pilpel) 

6.1 

Update 
Minutes of the latest meeting (Jan 30th) were circulated to SLOAF. J Foster stated that 
the minutes are good and comprehensive. Simon has been the LAF rep on NAF for 
the last 8 years and is now stepping down. Nick Cole who is convenor of Loch 
Lomond and Trossachs National Park LAF is taking over. B Lindsay asked if there 
were terms of reference for the LAF rep. S Pilpel: the intention has always been that 
the NAF LAF rep has a good knowledge and interest in urban access to balance 
makeup of the NAF. Nick has a lot of experience of both rural and urban access. 

The NAF minutes will continue to be sent to SLOAF. 

SORA (the Scottish Outdoor Recreation Alliance) a recently formed organisation for 
recreational access user groups has been looking at the role of LAFs in access issue 
mediation. SORA has proposed that where access issues cannot be resolved an 
independent mediation body could be called on by LAFs to assist. 

AB/SP 

6.2 
NAF-LAF annual conference – April 5, 2019 
Alan and Simon are attending this which will be focusing on how the NAF-LAF network 
can be improved. AB/SP 

6.3 

Core paths ordnance survey mapping – Ramblers Scotland 
NAF have found it hard to convince OS that they should incorporate core paths in their 
mapping. OS suggest that there is not a strong enough business justification. 
Ramblers Scotland are keen to see core paths and the wider network of other paths 
available in mapping in single consistent format to encourage and promote more use. 
They are looking at the possibility of hosting data on their own mapping site (under 
development). 

B Lindsay enquired about what was involved in a review of core paths. S Pilpel: 
additions and deletions are only consulted on rather than the entire plan (with 
proposed additions and deletions.) 

7 Access Issues 

7.1 

Kersewell (by Carnwath) – obstructed access (A Bannister) 
The landowners installed a new kissing gate to an agreed specification in October 
2018. This has remained in place and operational. The case was dismissed in Lanark 
Sherriff Court in February with expenses awarded to neither side. 

7.2 

Carnwath Mill (by Carnwath) – irresponsible access (A Bannister) 
Gates on a right of way near Carnwath Mill had been locked by a farmer when they felt 
that irresponsible access had become too much of an issue, citing incidents of 
equestrian access being taken in fields when wet and where crops were damaged. 
Dog fouling not being lifted was also a concern. In agreement with the farmer to re-
open access, the Council supplied the farmer with signs to encourage responsible 



access that once erected the gates would be unlocked. (signs including a livestock 
warning one were shown on-screen) Gates unlocked as of April 11. 

7.3 

Livestock worrying prevention – annual campaign (A Bannister) 
Alan informed the forum on the current campaign aimed at reducing livestock worrying 
incidents. There has been a significant increase in incidents despite the annual 
campaign. Alan gave an example of one incident where 21 ewes were chased into a 
river and lost, 9 were worried to death, and another 6 had serious injuries. 

Discussion followed on suitable signage – Alan stated that signs needed to be more 
informative than just saying, for example, ‘KEEP DOGS ON LEADS’ and have 
legitimate reason in line with the Code, for example, around livestock. 

J Robb suggested that woodland creation next to urban areas where dogs could be let 
off lead might help. S Amor responded that landowners are often not interested and 
are looking more at the development value of their land. Discussion followed on the 
merits and possibilities of community gain through Section 75 agreements relating to 
planned development, for example, in having appropriate greenspace incorporated. 
https://www.morton-fraser.com/knowledge-hub/planning-gain-and-section-75-
agreements 

7.4 

Heritage Loch (East Kilbride) – use of loch out-of-hours (A Bannister) 
An individual who had attended an open water swimming course at the Heritage Park 
in 2018 had insisted that he was within his rights to swim in the loch outwith opening 
hours. The swimmer desisted when the Leisure Trust who operate the facility threated 
to take out an interim interdict against him. 

There was a situation a few years ago where a kayaker also wished to use the loch 
out of hours and was told he couldn’t. On both these situations, the Council took the 
position that access rights were not exercisable since use of the loch involved 
payment of some sort:  

LAND REFORM (SCOTLAND) ACT 2003 
CHAPTER 2 NATURE AND EXTENT OF ACCESS RIGHTS: FURTHER PROVISIONS 

6 Land over which access rights not exercisable 

(1) The land in respect of which access rights are not exercisable is
land—

(f) to which—

(i) for not fewer than 90 days in the year ending on 31st
January 2001, members of the public were admitted only
on payment; and

(ii) after that date, and for not fewer than 90 days in each
year beginning on 1st February 2001, members of the
public are, or are to be, so admitted;

There was the added concern that this was in an urban situation and that such activity 
if allowed could encourage others, including children, to put themselves at risk in the 
absence of water safety craft. J Moxley did not necessarily agree with this opinion.  

7.5 

Avon Water (Chatelherault, Duke’s Bridge) tree hazard for kayakers (A Bannister) 
Dougie Shannon (forum member and SAC Rivers Advisor) had reported the issue of a 
tree in the Avon stuck at the Duke’s Bridge and causing a hazard for water users. The 
SLC Arbor Team will remove it when the water level is low enough for safe working. 
The SAC are contributing to the cost of removal since the Council would not normally 
remove a tree unless it was seriously affecting water flow etc and maybe causing 
flooding. (tree now dealt with) SLC 

https://www.morton-fraser.com/knowledge-hub/planning-gain-and-section-75-agreements
https://www.morton-fraser.com/knowledge-hub/planning-gain-and-section-75-agreements


7.6 
Illegal felling/removal of wood from Council and other land (A Bannister) 
There had been a number of recent reports of trees being cut and logged, some 
unauthorised on Council land. Reporting is encouraged. 

7.7 

Section 11: exclusion of public access for event (S Pilpel) 
The Council was approached by the Scotia Winch Club to exempt public access from 
a piece of land by Quarter (Hamilton) for an event from April 5 to April 7.  
Extract from Local authority Guidance: 

Section 11: Power to exempt particular land from access rights 
The powers in section 11 are intended to address a number of situations which 
range from the local village fete to the events such as the Ryder Cup. Local 
authorities may by making an order exclude land for a period of less than six 
days. Any order which excludes land for six days or more will require 
Ministerial confirmation. Any confirmed order must be reviewed after two years. 

The notice (including map of exempt area) was made public online and put up on site 
at the known access points. Copies of the notice were passed round. 

7.8 

Broompark (Lesmahagow) – equestrian access (S Pilpel) 
This is an historic right of way linking Broompark Drive and Garngour Road. There are 
two landowners who have the path within their properties on the section in question. 
Following what appears to be a neighbour dispute over free-roaming dogs belonging 
to one landowner chasing cats of another landowner the Council was approached by 
the cat owners and asked if they could erect a gate (at their expense) at the start of 
their property so that any dogs off-lead would not have the run of the path 
unsupervised. The Council agreed to this but the other landowner who keeps horses 
objected to the location of the gate and the difficulty of using it. 

D Boyes: the Council has taken sides, the gate was at the narrowest point, the 
metalwork sticks out, you have to dismount and you can’t take a horse through safely. 
You have to be side-on when mounted to use the trombone latch mechanism. BHS 
Scotland supports the Horse and Pony Access Group in this. Alan B: is it a problem 
with dismounting to open the gate – it appeared to be the opinion of most riders at the 
recent BHSS access event that riders should be prepared to dismount to open gates? 

B Lindsay stated that a compromise needs to found, mindful of both sides. Discussion 
continued and S Pilpel offered that if the corner of the field could be used then the 
Council would pay for the installation of an equestrian gate. D Boyes said that he was 
happy to approach the landowner with this proposal.  

(Subsequent to the meeting a new metal equestrian gate has been installed with the 
agreement of both land ownership parties and at the Council’s expense which 
provides adequate equestrian access to the path.) 

DB/SP 

7.9 

Planning applications (A Bannister) 
Community councils are encouraged to study planning applications and make 
comment where there may be the potential for an access issue. The Council do not 
know every path that the public use and rely on local knowledge in many cases. It is 
good to anticipate problems including those relating to access adjacent to and outwith 
the planning application boundary. 

8 Access projects and initiatives 

8.1 

Whitelee Wind Farm update (N Prower) 
Cycle hire 
The first year of developing cycle hire involved the use of a mobile facility, then a 
shipping container was used. Now a compound is being developed which will allow 
expansion and more bikes being available – on busy days there haven’t been enough. 
Available hires will include e-bikes, conventional bikes and recumbent e-bikes. This 
new arrangement will launch in April and will operate at peak visiting times. There will 



also be a launch of a low-cost membership hire scheme for Boma ATV electric 
wheelchairs – no date as yet. 

Other works 
Parking 
Ongoing works round visitor centre to extend the car park further to accommodate 180 
vehicles. (Originally 30 space, then extended to 160.) Legal processes are still holding 
up the development of the Ardochrig Car Park. 

Toilet block (off-grid) at MTB site – tenders are soon to go out for the third time after 
legal delays. A number of other site works also in the pipeline pending legal 
agreements being signed. 

Makaton communications 
1 ranger with previous training in Makaton keen to introduce this at Whitelee, other 
staff to receive basic training in due course. Makaton uses signs, symbols and speech 
to help people communicate. Signs are used, with speech, in spoken word order. 
https://www.makaton.org/aboutMakaton/ 

Ranger events 
To date, the Rangers have organised 1000 events with 22,000 participants attending. 

8.2 

Woolfords, Auchengray and Tarbrax Improvement Foundation – UPDATE 
(J Campbell) http://www.watif.scot/index.html# 
A consultation meeting in February identified priorities for the community – this 
included having new paths at Heathlands. This will be included in WAT IF’s 5 year 
plan. 

Falla Wood: Jemma has been working with the land agent to improve access. 
Volunteers can do so much - some have had TCV strimmer training. A bridal gate is 
being installed where access to a route had been fenced. Waymarkers are being 
installed. 

Cross boundary links: South Lanarkshire-West Lothian 
Two landowners on either side of the authority boundary have applied for SRDP IPA 
funding to improve walking and cycling links. 
https://www.ruralpayments.org/publicsite/futures/topics/all-schemes/agri-environment-
climate-scheme/management-options-and-capital-items/improving-public-access/ 

8.3 

Cycling initiatives and Cycling Partnership (J Foster) 
John could not attend the meeting in February. A report had been produced looking at 
a developing a proper cycle path network for Hamilton. 

The Council could not apply for as much SPT funding as they could get due to staffing 
resources to work on projects. S Pilpel: this has been partially resolved with the 
recruitment of more engineers. 

The next meeting is June/July. 

8.4 

Clyde Walkway (S Pilpel/a Bannister) 

1. Improvement works
SNH had commissioned an audit of accessibility of Scotland’s Great Trails looking at
removal of barriers where practical. SP met with SNH to identify areas of
improvement, such as replacing kissing-gates with self-closing gates. SNH provided
100% funding.
2. Extension work – Hopetoun Estate: Leadhills link to Southern Upland Way

https://www.makaton.org/aboutMakaton/
http://www.watif.scot/index.html
https://www.ruralpayments.org/publicsite/futures/topics/all-schemes/agri-environment-climate-scheme/management-options-and-capital-items/improving-public-access/
https://www.ruralpayments.org/publicsite/futures/topics/all-schemes/agri-environment-climate-scheme/management-options-and-capital-items/improving-public-access/


Hopetoun Estate were aware of the Clyde Walkway extension proposals and sought 
advice on signage, waymarking and gates for the proposed promotion of a link from 
Leadhills to the Southern Upland Way. (Maps shown on screen.) 

E Archer initiated discussion on the promotion of tourism and the possibilities, 
including a ‘Way of the Saints’ route from Hamilton to Lanark and historic houses on 
route. 

B Lindsay proposed that there be an update on the Clyde Walkway extension project 
at the next meeting. 

SP/AB 

8.5 

Biggar and District Community Heritage Trust path network project (S Pilpel) 
The group has aspirations to improve the local path network. They have applied to the 
Renewable Energy Fund for money. This is an active group who have been surveying 
the path network. They want to upgrade and promote paths – the first one will be one 
from Biggar to Bizzyberry Hill. 

The Council is keen to support local actions – there is a lot of potential funding for 
communities. 
https://www.southlanarkshire.gov.uk/site/scripts/cludoResults.php#?cludoquery=fundin
g&cludopage=1&cludorefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.southlanarkshire.gov.uk%2F&clu
dorefpt=South%20Lanarkshire%20Council 
Abington received £600K to re-furbish the old school as a community hub. 

8.6 

WIAT (Woodlands In and Around Towns) projects (S Amor) 
Chatelherault – just the replacement of the White Bridge to be done. 
Greenhall Phase 2: new bridge to go in. 

WIAT funding is limited to £100K. 

9 AOCB Round Table 

9.1 Coalburn and Rigside links to NCR 74 
B Prentice requested that this be an item on the agenda for the next meeting. AB/SP 

9.2 
Lanark Moor Cycle Track 
E Archer said there was a problem with equestrian access – D Boyes suggested that 
the signage needed looking at. AB 

9.3 
South Lanarkshire Horse and Pony Access Group 
D Boyes reported that there were a number of ride-outs planned including one at 
Ardochrig. Robiesland has been ridden a number of times. 

9.4 
Biggar-Hillridge 
J Moxley reported that there were ‘beware of bull’ signs on the Hillridge route at times 
when no bull present. 

9.5 
Biggar-Biggar Burn 
J Moxley reported that the path by the Biggar Burn had suffered serious collapse. 
There are barriers up but school pupils need to get round for access. Simon to look at. SP 

10 

Future speakers/presentations – potential 
• K Smith – ‘Fernbrae Meadows’
• M Brady – Mountain biking in South Lanarkshire
• Kirsten Robb – Community Action Lanarkshire (formerly CAVLP)

MEETING CLOSE 
Next meeting date: June 12, 2019 

Glossary of acronyms and abbreviations which may be used in the minutes 

https://www.southlanarkshire.gov.uk/site/scripts/cludoResults.php#?cludoquery=funding&cludopage=1&cludorefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.southlanarkshire.gov.uk%2F&cludorefpt=South%20Lanarkshire%20Council
https://www.southlanarkshire.gov.uk/site/scripts/cludoResults.php#?cludoquery=funding&cludopage=1&cludorefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.southlanarkshire.gov.uk%2F&cludorefpt=South%20Lanarkshire%20Council
https://www.southlanarkshire.gov.uk/site/scripts/cludoResults.php#?cludoquery=funding&cludopage=1&cludorefurl=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.southlanarkshire.gov.uk%2F&cludorefpt=South%20Lanarkshire%20Council


CP  Community Payback 
CSGNT  Central Scotland Green Network Trust 
GCVGNP   Glasgow and Clyde Valley Green Network 

 Partnership 
LAF  Local Access Forum 
LDR  Long Distance Route 
LR(S)A   Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 
MBT   Mountain bike track/trail 
NAF  National Access Forum 

NCN  National Cycle Network 
NCR  National Cycle Route 
RoW  Right of way/recorded right of way 
SLE  Scottish Land and Estates 
SOAC  Scottish Outdoor Access Code 
SOAN   Scottish Outdoor Access Network 
SUW  Southern Upland Way 
The Act  Land Reform (Scotland) Act 2003 
The Code  Scottish Outdoor Access Code 

Countryside and Greenspace contact email addresses: 
Access, Biodiversity and Conservation, Ranger Service:  CAG@southlanarkshire.gov.uk 

Useful web links: 

Access Forum documents, including previous minutes 
http://www.southlanarkshire.gov.uk/downloads/download/608/outdoor_access_forum 

Central Scotland Green Network trust 
http://www.csgnt.org.uk/ 

Community Action Lanarkshire 
https://www.communityactionlan.org/ 

Community Payback referral form / unpaid work request 
https://www.southlanarkshire.gov.uk/forms/form/78/unpaid_work_request 

Cycle route planner 
https://www.cyclestreets.net/journey/ 

Environmental Volunteering Newsletter 
http://www.southlanarkshire.gov.uk/downloads/download/665/environmental_volunteer_network_newsletter

Duke of Edinburgh Award 
https://www.dofe.org/ 

Funding (Via SLC and other) 
http://www.southlanarkshire.gov.uk/info/200168/getting_involved_in_your_community/1319/funding_for_co
mmunity_groups_charities_and_businesses 

‘Get Walking Lanarkshire’ health walks initiative 
http://www.northlanarkshire.gov.uk/getwalking 
Health Walk Finder 
http://www.pathsforall.org.uk/healthwalkfinder 
walk4life (find a local walk) 
http://www.walk4life.info/ 

Glasgow and Clyde Valley Green Network Partnership 
http://www.gcvgreennetwork.gov.uk/ 

Lanarkshire Green Health Partnership 
http://www.elament.org.uk/support-projects-groups/projects-campaigns/greenspace/ 

LDR Managers' Forum 
https://nature.scot/professional-advice/land-and-sea-management/managing-access-and-
recreation/recreation-policy/managing-long-distance-routes 

National Access Forum meeting papers 
http://www.outdooraccess-scotland.com/The-Act-and-the-Code/Meeting-papers 

Royal Highland Education Trust https://www.rhet.org.uk/ 
Scottish Land and Estates (Access) 
http://www.scottishlandandestates.co.uk/index.php?option=com_content&view=category&id=39&Itemid=100 

SLC online mapping – for detailed viewing of core path network 
http://lvfmaps.southlanarkshire.gov.uk/LocalViewWeb/Sites/GWPubDefault/# 

SOAC and the Land Reform (Scotland) Act 
http://www.outdooraccess-scotland.com/ 

Whitelee outdoor access 
http://www.whiteleewindfarm.com/outdoor-pursuits?nav 

If you need this information in another language or format, phone 0303 123 1015 or email 
equalities@southlanarkshire.gov.uk 
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