
South Lanarkshire Licensing Division No 3 (Hamilton Area) 

Wednesday 27 June 2018  

Committee Room, Almada Street, Hamilton 

Attending: Councillor Peter Craig, Councillor Maureen Devlin, Councillor Mary Donnelly, 
Councillor Martin Grant Hose, Councillor Jim McGuigan, Councillor Davie McLachlan, 
Councillor Josh Wilson 

Gerry Mays – Solicitor 

Jacqueline Roebuck – Team Leader 

1.          Annual Financial Report 

The members moved the Report and agreed the contents 

2. Hamilton Park Racecourse - Update

GM advised the members that several complaints had been brought to the attention of
Councillor McLachlan.  Confirmed that these premises had a history for noise
disturbance and at the Board in February 2018 the Board agreed through a major
variation lodged by the company, to grant a terminal hour of 11.30pm thus allowing
them to put in occasional licences each week.

Two complaints had been received.

Firstly on 1 June the Grahams confirmed that the noise levels were increased and EH
were contacted.  Gavin Neilson confirmed that he was in attendance however didn’t 
take a reading immediately as he spoke to staff and by the time he checked the noise 
limiter he confirmed that it was within the level set by the Board.  The staff advised that 
there was a fault with the limiter. 

Secondly, a further email was received from the Grahams confirming that on 9 June a 
further problem arose whereby when officers attended they could clearly see that an 
acoustic drum kit was in use, despite a condition being placed on their licence 
previously that no acoustic drum kits should be used.  This had also been hooked up 
through the speaker system. 

A general discussion then took place and the Board agreed that there had been 
ongoing issues with noise from the Racecourse over several years now and that 
despite the owners having conditions placed on their licence that they had no regard 
to these and the Board members felt that they were being taken for fools. 

It was agreed that they be made aware of these breaches in their licence in order to 
allow the residents to have some quality of life within their homes. 

Cllr Wilson commented that it was very unfortunate that despite liaising with the 
company previously at Licensing Boards that they chose to ignore conditions that are 
on the licence. 

Cllr Craig asked if EH had attended on both occasions and it was confirmed that they 
had. 



Cllr McLachlan commented that when Gavin Neilson arrived it was clear to the eye that 
this was an acoustic drum kit and it didn’t matter if they were connected to the speakers, 
the fact was that they were acoustic. 

Cllr Devlin expressed that over the years the racecourse have made all sorts of 
guarantees and that the Board have given them a full licence instead of using 
occasionals and that they have snubbed the Board at all times. 

GM read out Gavin Neilson’s email whereby the staff said that the noise limiter was 
faulty and when Gavin took the readings it was fair to say that tey were below the 
agreed levels by the Board. 

The acoustic drum kit is however in itself a breach regardless of anything else in relation 
to the noise levels. 

It is clearly in the conditions so there is no dubiety about this. 

GM explained that 3 mechanisms could be used in relation to the breach:- 

(1) The Board could say that they have decided bring them in for review, however, 
given that the Board are the ones who make the decision, they could argue about 
human rights 

(2) The complainers themselves could make a request that they be brought in for a 
review 

(3) The LSO could serve a statutory compliance notice 

 

GM confirmed that Teresa Stone had indeed emailed the Solicitor fo the racecourse on 
18 June but to date no response had been received. 

Cllr McGuigan commented that seen as the first option was not valid perhaps the LSO 
could serve a compliance order and EH could also serve a noise abatement notice 

 

In conclusion it was felt that EH should be asked to raise a noise abatement notice and 
the LSO to speak to the Complainers  regarding the procedures and what steps they 
could take in relation to bringing them in for a review and also for the LSO to speak to 
the Racecourse about the breach of the conditions. 

 

 

 

 

If you need this information in a different format or language, please contact us to discuss 
how we can best meet your needs Phone: 0303 123 1015 Email: 
equalities@southlanarkshire.gov.uk 
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