
South Lanarkshire Licensing Division No 3 (Hamilton) 

Local Licensing Forum 

Thursday 30 January 2020 at 2.30pm 

Committee Room 3, Council Offices, Almada Street, Hamilton 

Minutes  

Present Mary Duckett MD 
Mohammed Amir MA 
Mark Clinton – Licensing Standards Officer MC 
Gerry Margiotti - Licensing Standards Officer GM 
Lindsay Robertson (notes) LER 

Apologies Sgt Graham Rankin - Police Scotland GR 
Ryan Bryceland RB 
James Botterill JW 
Alan Smith AS  
Maria Reid MR 

Item Discussion Action 

1. Welcome 

MD welcomed all to the meeting.   

Gerry Margiotti - Licensing Standards Officer introduced himself. 

2. Apologies 

Apologies were noted as above. 

3. Election of Convener 

MD was nominated by MC and seconded by MA 

4. Election of Vice-Convener 

No nominations were made.  This item was carried over to the next meeting 

5. Note of meeting held on 23 May 2019 

LER advised the decision had been made for the Forum to be made of between 6 
and 12 members.  The quorum being 3 members. 

Moved approved by MC, seconded by MD 

6. Update by Police Scotland 

As apologies were received from GR, a copy of an update received regarding an 
initiative entitled “Don’t Pay for It” was distributed. 

MC advised that this initiative will be rolled out in Hamilton over the next few 
months.  Posters and marketing materials have been prepared.  LSO’s will be 
visiting premises to highlight the initiative. 

7. Update by Licensing Standards Officer 



a) New LSO has joined us, Gerry Margiotti from Trading Standards so a
warm welcome to Gerry.

b) There has been a number of Premises Manager who have remained
despite their Personal Licence’s being revoked. Personal Licence
Holders who have failed to renew the Personal Licence cannot be a DPM
and a new Manager will need to be nominated.

c) Siberia Bar and Hotel, on Belmont Street, Aberdeen began supplying
the beer mats last week after reports of alleged drink-spiking in the city
surfaced on social media. It is thought the bar is one of the first in
Aberdeen to provide the coasters, which can be placed on top of drinks
and features a hole for a straw. They are the brainchild of campaign group
Girls Against Spiking, an organisation which was set up in September 2018
with the aim of giving information and advice about keeping safe.

d) A Fife shop which offered free alcoholic slushies to customers has been
rapped by the region’s licensing officers. Staff were said to be using stock
that could not be used after minimum pricing came into effect and it was
claimed the promotion was only offered after 4pm.

a. However, licensing standards officers swiftly cracked down on the
deal as it contravened several mandatory conditions of the off-sales
premises licence.

e) First study in underage drinking since MUP published. Research
commissioned by NHS Scotland found from interviews with young people
under 18 years old who reported drinking alcohol that Minimum Unit Pricing
did not impact on the their acquisition, consumption or related behaviours,
either positively or negatively. Many of the products favoured by the young
people were, on average, already being sold above 50p per unit before
MUP was introduced.

8. Dates and times of next meetings:-  

• 14 May 2020

• 17 September 2020

9. AOCB 

LER advised that Allan Smith had joined the Forum. 

If you need this information in a different format or language, please contact us to discuss how we can best 
meet your needs. 
Phone: 0303 123 1015 Email: equalities@southlanarkshire.gov.uk 
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